
 

                
 

 

 

  

Be Safe 
 

Be Respectful 
 

Be a Good Learner 
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May 10 
NAPLAN testing window 
begins 

May 13 Winter PSSA begins 

May 20 NAPLAN testing ends 

May 25  Horsley Zone Cross Country 

May 26 National Sorry Day 

School Rules 

The West Express
 

Fairfield West Public School 
Palmerston Rd, Fairfield West. 2165 

Phone: 9604 5568 
Email: fairfieldw-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
https://fairfieldw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au 

Fairfield West Public School has the Skoolbag 
App. Newsletters, dates and important 
messages can now be delivered straight to 
your smart phone. For instructions on how to 
download the app visit our School Website.  
 

  

                            
 

Follow us on Twitter 
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Dear parents and caregivers 
 

Welcome back to term 2! If you celebrated Easter, I hope you had a wonderful time. At the end 
of term 1 students in K-2 were able to participate in the Easter Hat parade and it was lovely to 
see the creative side of students and families. Students also had a secret visit from the Easter 
Bunny.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter Raffle 
Thank you to all the families who supported the Easter raffle in term 1. This raffle was to support 
the year 6 farewell fundraiser and over $1000 was raised, which is an excellent achievement. 
Two prizes were given out per grade and the winners were extremely excited about their gift.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anthony from K/6C was the overall winner, receiving a giant  
golden egg that was almost too big for him to carry.  
Congratulations to all the prize winners and thanks to the  
Community for your support. 
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Term 2 COVID-smart measures 
As we move into Autumn and Winter, our COVID-smart measures have been updated in 
consultation with NSW Health, to provide additional protection to our school community.  
The main change is to the close contact isolation requirements. 
 

Many of our existing COVID-smart measures continue into Term 2, including:  
 

• rapid antigen testing for symptomatic students and staff  
 

• vaccinations – including booster shots (from 3 months after your child’s primary COVID-19 dose) 
are encouraged for all eligible students and their families  
 

• ventilation 
  

• good hygiene practices  
 

• enhanced cleaning.  
 

Including:  
 

• Change to close contact isolation requirements - The NSW Premier has announced changes to 
requirements for close contacts which means that from Week 1 of Term 2, students and staff who 
are identified as close contacts will be able to attend school with certain risk mitigations in place. 
  

• Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) – which the department will continue to supply to students and staff 
in Term 2 to support symptomatic testing and testing of close contacts returning to school.  
 

• Masks – particularly a new recommendation from NSW Health for people who have recently 
recovered from COVID-19 to wear a mask for an additional 3 days following their 7-day isolation 
period (from days 8 to 10). Staff in support classes are also required to wear masks to provide 
additional protection for our students.  
 

• Responding to local COVID-19 conditions – outlining the temporary reintroduction of some 
additional COVID-smart settings if local conditions require it.  
 

• Ventilation – maximising natural ventilation in classrooms and learning spaces while balancing 
thermal comfort during the cooler months. 
 

Please remember that for the health and safety of all students and staff, students should not 
attend school if sick.  
 
Gate times 
Morning Drop Off – exactly the same as term 1. We encourage everyone to continue as in term 
1 with children entering school as close to 8:45am as possible so they are ready to move into 
lines at 8:50am for a sharp 9:00am start to learning.  
 
Afternoon Pick Up – School finishes at 3pm. The automated gates open at 2:50pm when 
parents/carers may enter the grounds. This is only to pick up children, please do not loiter and  
leave the grounds promptly. The automated gates will close at 3:10pm. Please organise with your 
child where you will pick them up to limit confusion. Students who are not picked up are taken to 
the office area. If you are going to be late for an unforeseen reason, please contact the office so 
we can let your child/ren know. 
 
Attendance  
It is compulsory in NSW that children between the ages of 6 years and below the minimum school 
leaving age attend school every day. The Education Act 1990 requires that parents/carers ensure 
their children attend school each day that it is open for students. All students should arrive on 
time to ensure they don’t miss important learning activities. School begins at 8.50am and ends at 
3.00pm. Please see the document later in the newsletter with more information on the 
responsibility of parents relating to compulsory school attendance. 
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ANZAC Day Assembly 
Last week all students commemorated ANZAC Day by creating poppies and participating in an 
Assembly to show their respect to service people who previously and continually 
dedicated/dedicate their lives to supporting our safety and freedom in Australia.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Walk Safely to School Day 
Friday 20 May is National Walk Safely to School Day. It is an annual event encouraging all Primary 
School children to walk and commute safely to school. The roads around Fairfield West PS are 
extremely busy roads and it is important that students and families are safe when coming to and 
from school. Please cross at the lights or use the overpass on the Cumberland Hwy and hold their 
hand if they are under 10 years of age.   
 
Staff Learning 
Not only do the students spend their days learning, but so do all the staff at FWPS. Over the past 

two weeks staff members have participated in the following professional learning opportunities, 

mostly remotely: 

• 1 hour CPR face to face training – three Deputy Principals, eight Assistant Principals and 

60 staff members 

• 4 hours data analysis – 56 staff members 

• 2 hours High Potential and Gifted education – two Assistant Principals and 10 teachers 

• 1 hour New K-2 Curriculum – Deputy Principal, Assistant Principal, two Assistant Principals 

Curriculum & Instruction and three class teachers 

• 2 hours Leading with Emotional Intelligence – Principal and Deputy Principal 

All staff professional learning ensures that the highest quality of education is provided to all 

students at FWPS. 

 

Eid Mubarak  
Eid Mubarak to all families celebrating Eid this week.   
 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Genelle Goldfinch 

I respect and acknowledge Aboriginal People as the traditional owners of the land on 
which I work, live and visit. 
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2022 NAPLAN PROGRAM 
 
In 2022, the NAPLAN Assessments will be completed online. The NAPLAN program will 
commence on Tuesday 10 May and will be completed over two weeks ending on Friday 20 May. 
Students will sit NAPLAN in the areas of Language Conventions, Writing, Reading and Numeracy. 
 
As in previous years, Year 3 students will complete the NAPLAN Writing paper as a pen and 
paper assessment and the other assessments online, whereas Year 5 will complete all NAPLAN 
assessments online.  
 
During term 1, Year 3 and 5 students completed practice tests which allowed them to become 
familiar with the type of questions they will experience in NAPLAN. 
 
If your child is well, it is important that your child attends school regularly over the next two weeks. 
It is also important that your child comes to school by 8:50am each day. There are catch up tests 
for students who are unwell and unable to attend school on the day of a NAPLAN assessment. 
 
The NAPLAN schedule for our school is as follows: 
 

Week Date Year 3  Year 5 

3 Tuesday 10 May  9:30 Writing (40 min) 9:30 Writing (42 min) 

Wednesday 11 May  9:30 Reading (45 min) 
 

Thursday 12 May  
 

9:30 Reading (50 min) 

Friday 13 May 9:30 Conventions of 
language (45 min) 

 

4 Monday 16 May 
 

9:30 Conventions of language 
(45 min) 

Tuesday 17 May  9:30 Numeracy (45 min) 
 

Wednesday 18 May   9:30 Numeracy (50 min) 

Thursday 19 May  Catch up tests Catch up tests 

Friday 20 May  Catch up tests Catch up tests 
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1M students are really enjoying being back at school and engaging in fun and 

exciting activities each day.  

We loved our weekly visits to the music room in Term 1 and creating some 

amazing art works focussing on our different feelings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1M is full of mathematicians. We have been developing our ability to use new 

strategies to solve addition and subtraction problems. We love learning about 

numbers and understanding their place value. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1M students love reading and we are developing our comprehension strategies. 

We have had lots of fun creating our own characters and writing interesting 

stories about them. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Learning in 1M 
 



 

 

It’s always fun learning in 2T 
2022 in 2T has started tremendously. There are so many ways to learn and explore, and 

the students in 2T are having fun doing so. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Learning  
 

Students love to explore 
their creative side. 2T 

made fun pizzas. 
 

Learning all about music with Mr 
Post is one of the highlights of the 

week. 

Getting our bodies moving and 
playing games helps our 

learning too.  

2T measured and compared the 
height of their buddies using 

informal units like playing cards. 

2T wrote a persuasive letter to 
Mr Rangiah during literacy 

groups. 

Learning is always fun when you 
can share it with a buddy. 



 

 
 
 
Year 5 entry to an opportunity class in 2023 

Applications for Year 5 entry to an opportunity class in 2023 opened on Tuesday 26 April 

2022 and closes at 11.59 pm on Friday 13 May 2022. 

To apply, go to the online application for opportunity class placement and follow the instructions. 

Parents and carers must apply by the due date as late applications cannot be accepted. 

Parents should read Applying for Year 5 entry an opportunity class in 2023 before applying. 

An accessible version is also available. 

Opportunity Class Placement Test 

The Opportunity Class Placement Test will be conducted on Thursday 28 July 2022. 

 
 
Years 3-6 Cross Country Carnival 
 
Yesterday the years 3-6 students and some year 2 students who are turning 8 this year 
participated in the Cross Country Carnival. Unfortunately, the wet weather caused a change of 
plans this morning, but all students managed to run their race once the sun came out.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community News 
 

Congratulations to Christiana Saha 
who broke the Senior Girl’s Cross 
Country record by 38 seconds!  
 
This record hasn’t been broken for 11 
years.   

https://shsoc.education.nsw.gov.au/
https://schoolsequella.det.nsw.edu.au/file/49795d1c-b339-43e9-aa48-02e496d165f1/1/oc-applicpack.pdf
https://schoolsequella.det.nsw.edu.au/file/465a3134-fdb4-4c2b-b867-3859fcf9f439/1/oc-acccessapplicpack.pdf
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